Crash Course on
“I'ne Economics of Religion”

Palermo, October 2019
Organized by SIE (Societa Italiana degli Economisti)

Description of the course

Does religion play a role for economic development?

This course is designed to provide students with an introduction to the economics of
religion. It focuses on two main dimensions. First, it illustrates whether belonging to
different religious affiliations (e.g., Catholicism, Protestatism, Judaism, etc.) may play a role
for economic progress and through which mechanism. Then, it analyzes the intensity of
religion (i.e., religiosity) and it studies the relationship between religiosity, human capital
accumulation, and technological-scientific development.

The course will be based on the reading and discussion of research papers that use economic
theory and empirical analysis to engage in the most recent debate on the role of religion for

economic development.

The crash course is open to a maximum of 30 participants.

Lecturer

Mara P. Squicciarini — Department of Economics, Bocconi University (Milan).
Email: mara.squicciatini@unibocconi.it



Bibliography

Becker, S. O., & Woessmann, L. (2009). Was Weber wrong? A human capital theory of
Protestant economic history. The Quarterly Journal of Economics, 124(2), 531-596.

Bentzen, J. S. (2018). Acts of God? Religiosity and natural disasters across subnational world
districts. Economic Journal (forthcoming)

Bénabou, R., Ticchi, D., & Vindigni, A. (2015). Religion and innovation. American Economic
Review, 105(5), 346-51.

Botticini, M., & Eckstein, Z. (2005). Jewish occupational selection: education, restrictions, or
minorities?. The Journal of Economic History, 65(4), 922-948.

Chaney, E. (2016). Religion and the rise and fall of Islamic science. Work. Pap., Dep. Econ.,
Harvard Univ., Cambridge, MA

Guiso, Sapienza, Zingales (2003) "People’s opium? Religion and economic Attitudes. Journal
of Monetary Economics, 50(1): 225-282.

Squicciarini, M. P. (2019). Devotion and development: Religiosity, education, and economic
progress in 19th-Century France. CEPR Discussion Paper 13877.



