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Abstract

This article studies the effect of mass shooting exposure on individuals' health and
labor market outcomes. We used data from the Panel Study of Income Dynamics from 1999
to 2019. Our identification strategy relies on the quasi-randomness of mass shootings. We
compare changes in outcome variables of individuals living in affected cities with changes
in outcome variables of matched individuals living in hon-proximal and not affected cities.
We find that mass shootings exerted a negative and significant effect on mental health,
which persists for at least 8 years, is larger for women and is race related. We instead find
a nil effect on individuals' labor market outcomes.
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